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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


“ If there is a circumscribed abscess, it is poor surgery to insist in every 
case and at every period upon finding and taking away the appendix in the 
face of all obstacles. In many cases of circumscribed abscess, and especially 
in those in which the appendix is bound down by adhesions in the depth of 
the wound, the surgeon should be content with evacuation, irrigation, drain¬ 
age, and packing with iodoform-gauze. Persistent search for the appendix 
and attempts at its removal in these cases are attended with such danger of 
opening the peritoneal cavity that they are not to be recommended.” His 
belief was, and is, that large numbers of cases demonstrate the truth of this 
proposition, that increasing experience shows to each operator that there are 
a not inconsiderable number of cases in which it is absolutely necessary to 
apply it, and that it should be placed among the facts regarding appendicitis 
which can be safely accepted by the profession. 

Of thirty-seven cases in which the writer had operated and left the appen¬ 
dix there was not a single fatal result. A fecal fistula formed in two cases, 
and closed spontaneously and permanently in both. In but three has there 
been a recurrence, and in two of these the appendix was removed with the 
greatest ease; in the third it became obliterated. 

In order to ascertain the practice of other surgeons who may be considered 
as among the foremost of American operators, White submitted his views, as 
quoted, to Drs. McBurney and Bull, of New York; Senn, of Chicago ; Hal- 
sted, of Baltimore; and Richardson, of Boston; all of whom indorsed fully 
the position taken by the writer. 

The article concludes as follows: 

“ It must be remembered that comparison is not to be made between such 
removal and purely medical or non-operative treatment 

“The comparison I desire to draw is between the routine method of insist¬ 
ing upon finding and taking out the appendix ‘ in all cases.’ and the really 
surgical plan of sacrificing non-essentials, in an operation, to avoid dangers 
threatening life; of profiting by the accumulated experience of one’s co- 
workers ; and of aiming, first, at the recovery of the patient, and only secon¬ 
darily at the performance of a theoretically ‘ complete ’ operation. 

“ If the profession at large will weigh the evidence before it as to this impor¬ 
tant point in surgical practice, there can be no doubt as to the decision which 
will be reached. Probably no one of us who, in his own person, had any of 
the above-mentioned indications for operation would refuse it; it is certain 
that in such event he would prefer to have the appendix removed if it were 
possible to do so without adding to the risks of the case. These points are 
not under discussion. The question which every practitioner, and especially 
every operator, ought to ask himself is whether it is for the best interests of 
his patients that he should acquiesce in or try to live to a rule which, in the 
iace of the foregoing evidence, as to the resulting increase in mortality, asserts 
the possibility and the propriety of removing the appendix in all cates of 
appendicitis.” 

Castration for Pbostatic Hypertrophy in Sweden. 

Dr. Axel Euben reports in the Upsala Lalarcforcnings Forhandlingar of 
December 23,1895, six cases described before the Society, to which two have 
since been added. 



SURGERY. 


733 


The average age of the patients was seventy-three years- their average 
til tn the hospili was tw^-eight days. All were M. » ” 
four cases there had been complete retent,on for some days. I» 1 ° f ™ 
patients removal of one testicle gave satisfactory resulb. In a fourth^e 
the other testicle had to be removed before relief was afforded. Even in this 
else Dr Elren thinks that if the testicle last removed had been taken alone 
M the result would have been successful. Where patmnts a^not o- 
seventy years of age and urinary retention is not extreme, he thinks that the 
removal o“ a sinje testicle, selected if possible with due reference totoe 
lobe of the prostate that most interferes with urination, may suffice. This 

he D"e^ r u,i 0 n“L n nbv the rectum some time aftor operation showed in two 

casSophy and lessened consistency of the half of the prostate correspond- 

inn to the testis removed. . . . r 

His cases show that there is notably greater retention of urine, howe , 

when but one testicle is removed. . , 

In all the cases decided relief was immediate-that is, within^twenty fe 
hours; the minimum of residual urine was reached usually in 
days In one case in which both testicles were removed for complete reten 
tion at sixty-five, potentin emundi remained for over six months and then 

for some tinm after the operation he ^ noticed 
no untoward physical or psychical results. Patient* worn out »^beaUh ^d 
strength from urinary troubles regain their health, and, as in the analog 
case of removal of the ovaries, improve noticeably in external appea . 

All of the patients were of the working-class, and were able, as * ™le. to 
resume their occupations, that in most cases they had been compelled to gi 
up entirelv before operation. Enron thinks, and in support of his view quotes 
Esmarch, who holds a similar opinion, that m such cases n «t<.m > 0 n of ti,e 
patient in the hospital for nearly a month should be made the rule, in order 
to secure proper involution of the prostate, before active exercise is allowed. 

A New Method of Sterilizing Catgut. 

Saul (Berlin, llin. Woch ., Jan. 13,1896) reported to the Berlin Surgical 
Society a new method for the sterilization of catgut, which he has discovered 
experimentally and proved to be efficient without destroying the strength 

th L“^rl th o 0 f^ng alcohol as first employed by Edpm in 
Pasteur’s laboratory, he found that the most efficient result is obtain^ by 
combining with toalcohol carbolic acid and water in the 
tions, and thus lowering the boiling-point: Alcohol (mtbyl alcohol), 85 p , 
acid, carbol. liquefac., 5 parts; aqua destillata. 10 parts. . ^ 

For the use of this solution an apparatus is necessa j which “““tains th< 
liquid in its original concentration and proportion, and maintains its boiling 

anthrax-spores, but for certainty recommends, in practice, boding; forJUteen 
minutes The solution can be used over and over again, and the catgut is no 
injured by repeated boilings, and may be used immediately after sterilization. 



